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River Park - Global Design Goals and Objectives

Northville’s River Park
“What attracts people most, it would appear, is other people.” – William H. Whyte, Urbanist, Sociologist, Author

Design Objectives Design Concept
•	Transform a blighted piece of land into a usable community 

and regional asset

•	Provide a passive and naturalized park for recreational use as 
an extension of Hines Park

•	Create an interconnected and comprehensive pedestrian and 
bicycle network

	 - to Downtown
	 - to adjacent neighborhoods
	 - to the river
	 - to Hines Park

•	Reopen roughly 1/4 mile of the Rouge River

•	Provide a river design capturing the floodplain within the 
banks

•	Integrate the stormwater management pond with river park

•	Preserve the River Street right-of-way for possible future 
improvements

•	Organic

•	Walkable

•	Flexible

•	Passive recreation

•	Community gathering

•	Serene landscape
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Reference Images - Open Space Landscape Vision

Northville’s River Park
“What attracts people most, it would appear, is other people.” – William H. Whyte, Urbanist, Sociologist, Author
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Reference Images - Re-Forested Landscape Vision

Northville’s River Park
“What attracts people most, it would appear, is other people.” – William H. Whyte, Urbanist, Sociologist, Author
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River Park - Schematic Grading and Pedestrian Connectivity Plan

Approximate Bankfull Channel

River Corridor Lines

Property Boundary

Approximate Contour Elevation

Approximate Sidewalk Location

Major Pedestrian Connections

GRAPHIC  LEGENDMAJOR PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS

1. Southwest Connection

2. West Connection to Neighborhoods

3. North Connection to Downtown and Ford Field

4. East Connection to Neighborhoods

5. East Connection to Neighborhoods

6. East Connection to Neighborhoods

7. Southeast Connection to Hines Park

8. North Bridge

9. South Bridge

1

0

THE DOWNS ›  CITY OF NORTHVILLE, MI  ›  APRIL 5, 2023River Park Schematic Grading and Pedestrian Connectivity Plan

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

8

160’40’20’ 80’

SCALE: 1” = 40’ - 0”

5THE DOWNS ›  CITY OF NORTHVILLE, MI  ›  APRIL 27, 2023



River Park - Schematic Landscape Plan

Gathering Space at Bridge Access

10’ Wide Pedestrian Bridge with Wing Walls

Aerator Fountains

Upper Level Pedestrian Network

Lower Level Pedestrian Network

Connection to Hines Park Trailhead

Park Lighting (+/- 150’ on Center)

Park Benches

Bike Repair Station, Bike Racks and Drinking Fountain

Berming and Evergreen Screening Adjacent to Residential

Usable Cut Lawn Areas

Low Berms with Tree Massings Along River Street

Seed Mixes and Plant Types Similar to  River Bank Landscape

Berming with Trees for Landscape Separation

Ornamental Trees

Relocated Cabin

Trash Receptacle

Way� nding Sign

River Bank Plantings

Lawn with Existing Trees in River Street Right-of-way (trees to be pruned)

Aquatic Planting Pockets

Area of “Rapids” in River

Densely Planted Tree Zones Along River Bank

Meadow Lawn
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THE DOWNS ›  CITY OF NORTHVILLE, MI  ›  APRIL 7, 2023River Park - Site Section A  (Cut at Channel Station 2+00, Tightest Condition)

Existing R.O.W. Condition

Possible Future R.O.W. Condition

1

0 16’4’2’ 8’

SCALE: 1/4” = 

POSSIBLE FUTURE RIVER STREET IMPROVEMENTS BY CITY

+/- 20’-0” R.O.W.
EXISTING

RIVER STREET

773 APPROX. 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN 
ELEVATION  - VARIES

773 APPROX. 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN 
ELEVATION  - VARIES

+/-770 APPROXIMATE 
BANKFULL CHANNEL 
ELEVATION - VARIES 

+/- 770 APPROXIMATE 
BANKFULL CHANNEL 
ELEVATION - VARIES 

+/- 25’-0” RIVER EMBANKMENT (WIDTH VARIES)

+/- 25’-0” RIVER EMBANKMENT (WIDTH VARIES)

8’-0” MULTI-USE 
PATHWAY

8’-0” MULTI-USE 
PATHWAY

MIDDLE ROUGE RIVER

MIDDLE ROUGE RIVER

Varying Types and Sizes of Deciduous Trees

Cut Lawn

Meadow Lawn (+/- 1’-0” tall)

Riverbank Native Seed Mixes

Existing Utility Poles

Existing Trees in R.O.W. to be Pruned

Trees Beyond on Berm as Pathway Swings into Site
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River Park - Site Section B (Cut at Channel Station 3+00)

THE DOWNS ›  CITY OF NORTHVILLE, MI  ›  APRIL 7, 2023River Park - Site Section B (Cut at Channel Station 3+00)

Existing R.O.W. Condition

Possible Future R.O.W. Condition
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SCALE: 1/4” = 

POSSIBLE FUTURE RIVER STREET IMPROVEMENTS BY CITY

+/- 20’-0”  R.O.W. +/- 20’-0” LANDSCAPED BERM (WIDTH VARIES)

+/- 20’-0” LANDSCAPED BERM (WIDTH VARIES)

EXISTING 
RIVER STREET

+ 773 APPROX. 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN ELEVATION  - VARIES

+ 773 APPROX. 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN ELEVATION  - VARIES

+/-769 APPROXIMATE 
BANKFULL CHANNEL 
ELEVATION - VARIES 

+/- 769 APPROXIMATE 
BANKFULL CHANNEL 
ELEVATION - VARIES 

+/- 40’-0” RIVER EMBANKMENT (WIDTH VARIES)

+/- 40’-0” RIVER EMBANKMENT (WIDTH VARIES)

8’-0” MULTI-USE 
PATHWAY

8’-0” MULTI-USE 
PATHWAY

MIDDLE ROUGE RIVER

MIDDLE ROUGE RIVER

Varying Types and Sizes of Deciduous Trees

Cut Lawn

Meadow Lawn (+/- 1’-0” tall)

Riverbank Native Seed Mixes

Existing Utility Poles

Existing Trees in R.O.W. to be Pruned

Trees Beyond on Berm as Pathway Swings into Site
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River Park - Site Amenities

Bike Repair Station Benches Bike RacksLighting, Way Finding and Trash
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Plant Material Palette - Deciduous Trees

Basswood 

Pin Oak Red Maple Suger Maple Musclewood SycamoreRed Oak

Bur OakHackberry Kentucky Coffee-tree Heritage River Birch Swamp White Oak
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Plant Material Palette - Evergreen Trees

Norway Spruce Serbian Spruce White Spruce White Pine Concolor Fir
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Plant Material Palette - Ornamental Trees

Crabapple

Magnolia Serviceberry Dogwood Dogwood

Crabapple Redbud
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THANK  YOU
ndinput@hunterpasteurhomes.com
northvilledowns.info


